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Polish Theatre in Warsaw, Sławomir Mrożek Kameralna Stage
Two Czech string quartets play pieces by Slovak, Austrian and Polish composers. They combine their forces in the end to perform the very demanding and extremely ear-catching 40-minute-long String Octet by the Romanian composer George Enescu.

Roman Berger (b. 1930) - Songs from Zaolzie for string quartet (2004) 
I. 	Za horami šípok (Rose Hips beyond the Mountains)
II. 	V murovanej pivnici (In One Walled-up Cellar Deep)
III. 	Už sa mi lavička... (My Bench Broken in Two)
IV. 	Plynieš Olša (You Flow, My Olsa River)
Alexander von Zemlinsky (1871–1942) - String Quartet No. 1 in A major, Op. 4 (1896)
I.	Allegro con fuoco
II.	Allegretto
III.	Breit und kräftig
IV.	Vivace e con fuoco
Stanisław Moniuszko (1819–1872) - String Quartet No. 1 in D Minor (1839) 
I. 	Allegro agitato
II.	Andantino
III. 	Scherzo (Vivo)
IV. 	Finale. ‘Un ballo campestre e sue consequenze’. Allegro assai
Zemlinsky Quartet
*** INTERMISSION ***
George Enescu (1881–1955) - Octet for Strings in C Major, Op. 7 (1900)
I. 	Très modéré
II. 	Très fougueux
III. 	Lentement
IV. 	Mouvement de valse bien rythmée
Zemlinsky Quartet
Pražák Quartet
Works for string quartet are by many commentators considered to be the supreme form of chamber music. The intimate sound of the quartet requires a particular level of sensitivity and maturity from the composers. This may be the reason why many of them approach this form only at the age when they are ready to reflect on their past years, and start summing up their life and artistic experience.
Roman Berger (b. 1930) is a Polish composer born in Cieszyn who under the Stalinist regime was persecuted for his anti-communist beliefs and was forced to emigrate to Slovakia. He is both an honorary member of the Polish Composers’ Union and an active participant of the Slovak music scene. He is known for his profound philosophical reflections and excellent writings on the philosophy of music. His Songs of Zaolzie (Pesničky zo Zaolžia) for string quartet (2004) are an unpretentious cycle, a sentimental journey back to the folklore of his native Cieszyn and its region, with a distinct note of longing and nostalgia, but employing a modern musical language.
Aleksander von Zemlinsky (1871–1942), an Austrian composer of Hungarian-Jewish descent, was a friend and brother-in-law of Arnold Schönberg, as well as a friend of Alma Mahler, with whom he fell in love. His music follows in the footsteps of Johannes Brahms and represents the late-Romantic style. His very early String Quartet No. 1 in A Major, Op. 4, composed in 1896, delighted Brahms, who recommended it for printing. The four-movement composition stylistically draws on Schubert and Beethoven (in the opening and closing movements), as well as on Brahms himself (the central intermezzo). Its stormy Allegro con fuoco is followed by a folksy and tuneful Allegretto and then by a fast Breit und kräftig section. The piece ends with a calm passage echoing the solemnity of Wagner’s music. The final Vivace e con fuoco is the closest to Brahms’s style in terms of the structure of its melodic lines and rhythmic patterns.
Stanisław Moniuszko (1819–1864) is best known as the father of the Polish national opera (The Haunted Manor, Halka), and author of numerous songs. His early String Quartet No. 1 in D Minor (1839) was dedicated to Chopin’s teacher, Józef Elsner. It is a piece characterised by song-like melodies and a simple form based on classical models. Composed during Moniuszko’s studies in Berlin, it consists of a traditional sequence of four movements. It charms the audience with its song-like qualities and the pastoral mood derived from Polish folk music.
The extensive Octet for Strings in C Major, Op. 7, by George Enescu (1881–1955), a leading Romanian composer of the first half of the 20th century, requires the forces of two string quartets. Composed in 1900 and lasting approximately 40 minutes, it makes considerable demands on the performers. It consists of four parts. Unlike Felix Mendelssohn, whose octet opposes the solo violin to the accompaniment of other instruments, Enescu treats the whole ensemble as equal partners, filling his piece with complex contrapuntal work in all the parts. The four movements are linked in such a way that the whole resembles the sonata form. The first movement plays the role of an exposition, the central one serves as a development, while the finale closes the narration and acts as a recapitulation. Such a combination of the sonata allegro form with the sonata cycle was frequently applied by Romantic composers as a way to condense musical expression. Enescu took advantage of this element. His octet abounds in melodious themes, featuring a demonic scherzo (Movement 1), a lyrical segment (Movement 2) and a powerful finale in which the combined string quartets present themselves in the full splendour of their intricate interplay. George Enescu’s octet is a masterpiece of early 20th-century chamber music, frequently included in programme concerts across Europe and worldwide.



Zemlinsky Quartet
František Souček – violin 
Petr Střížek – violin
Petr Holman – viola
Vladimír Fortin – cello
Since its founding in 1994, the Zemlinsky Quartet has become a much lauded example of the Czech string quartet tradition. The Quartet has won the First Grand Prize in the Bordeaux String Quartet Competition (2010), and a number of other top competition prizes, including those in Banff, at the Prague Spring and in London, where the ensemble was also awarded the Audience Prize. They have also been the recipient of the Alexander Zemlinsky Advancement Award. In 2016/2017, the Zemlinsky Quartet was appointed Quartet-in-Residence by the Czech Chamber Music Society. The Quartet has toured extensively across many countries of four continents. It offers an elaborate repertoire of over 200 works by leading composers, including contemporary music. Since 2007, the Zemlinsky Quartet has recorded exclusively for the French record label Praga Digitals, having released 14 titles, including the Diapason d´Or title winning 4-CD set of early string quartets by Antonín Dvořák. Thus, in 2014, the Zemlinsky Quartet became the fourth quartet in the history of music to ever record the complete string quartets by this composer. The recordings of the Zemlinsky Quartet have received a universal critical acclaim. Having studied with Walter Levin (The LaSalle Quartet) and Josef Klusoň (The Pražák Quartet), the group now gives numerous master classes to students of all ages. In 2006–2011, the Quartet served as Assistant Quartet-in-Residence at Musikakademie Basel in Switzerland. Recently, František Souček and Petr Holman have been introduced as professors of the Prague Conservatory.
Pražák Quartet
Jana Vonášková – violin 
Vlastimil Holek – violin
Josef Kluson – viola 
Michal Kanka – cello
The Pražák Quartet, one of today’s leading international chamber music ensembles, was established in 1972, when its members were still students at the Prague Conservatory. Since then, the Quartet has gained attention as an ensemble rooted in the unique Czech quartet tradition, recognised for its musical virtuosity.
The 1974 Czech Music Year saw the Pražák Quartet receive the First Prize at the Prague Conservatory Chamber Music Competition. Within the next 12 months they managed to launch their international career with a performance at the 1975 Prague Spring Music Festival. In 1978, the Quartet won the First Prize at the Evian String Quartet Competition and was awarded a special prize by Radio France for the best recording during the competition. Ever since then the ensemble has obtained a number of awards at many other Czech competitions.
For over 30 years, the Pražák Quartet has felt at home on music stages worldwide. They are regular guests in the major European capitals of music – Prague, Paris, Amsterdam, Brussels, Milan, Madrid, London, Berlin, Munich, etc. – and have been invited to numerous international festivals where they have collaborated with such artists as Menahem Pressler, Jon Nakamatsu, Cynthia Phelps, Roberto Diaz, Josef Suk, and Sharon Kam.

The Quartet has toured extensively in North America, having performed in New York (Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, 92nd Street Y), Los Angeles, San Francisco, Dallas, Houston, Washington, Philadelphia, Miami, St. Louis, New Orleans, Berkeley, Cleveland, Tucson, Denver, Buffalo, Vancouver, Toronto, and Montreal. They returned to the US and Canada in the 2016/2017 season.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2015, the Pražák Quartet, like the Janáček and Guarneri Quartets before them, opened a new chapter in their career by turning to youth and welcoming as their leader Jana Vonáškova, an excellent violinist, graduate of the Royal College of Music in London, and for nine years also a member of the Smetana Trio. 


