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Polish Theatre in Warsaw, Sławomir Mrożek Kameralna Stage
The Polish folk group VOŁOSI and the acclaimed Hungarian violinist Félix Lajkó in a programme of Polish and Hungarian folk music. Joint music-making and the joy of improvisation based on folk elements.
Félix Lajkó – violin
VOŁOSI	band	
improvised music
[bookmark: _GoBack]Since their debut at the New Tradition Polish Radio Folk Festival in 2010, the Polish group VOŁOSI has established itself in the folk music scene, both in Poland and abroad. They combine their interpretations of pieces based on Carpathian folk music with energetic jazz-and-rock-influenced improvisations. The ensemble consists of five string instruments: two violins, viola, cello and double bass. On the stage they convey an incredible amount of positive emotion and rhythmic vigour, captivating audiences in all latitudes. The musicians have a classical background (they are music academy graduates). Hence the immense ease with which they joggle a variety of stylistic conventions that frequently place very different demands on the musicians in terms of technique and interpretation. VOŁOSI have performed with classical music ensembles, such as the AUKSO Orchestra under Marek Moś, as well as with highly regarded folk music artists, such as the legendary Georgian musician Niaz Diasamidze, Norwegian Signum Moldestad Trio, and Hungarian violinist Félix Lajkó. It is Lajkó that joins them tonight for a concert of riveting improvisations based on Carpathian folk themes.
Félix Lajkó comes from the border region of Vojvodina, a province marked by a mixture of Serbian and Hungarian influences, and a strong presence of the Romani culture. These inspirations can be heard in the music of the region and it is on them that Lajkó draws for his interpretations. Although he dropped out of the music academy, his virtuosity on the violin and uncommon temperament have made many critics compare him to Paganini. After initial experiments with chamber and symphonic genres, he focused on folk music and developed his own way of music-making, loosely based on many different stylistic conventions. His compositions ‘move between melancholy and trance, control and uncouth energy, between forms rooted in tradition and unbridled improvisation’. His songs and dance music, recorded in 2016 on the CD Most Jöttem (Now I Have Come), are distinctly inspired by the traditional music culture of Vojvodina. Lajkó claims that his interpretations follow first and foremost the possibilities of the instrument, which is strongly present both in the Romani and Hungarian culture. The violin can move to tears as well as prompt a lively dance. Like no other instrument, it is often associated with the devil (see Paganini), but at the same time it is just as capable of inspiring truly celestial moods and powers, all of which may be found in Lajkó’s playing.
The immense energy of the Hungarian virtuoso matches perfectly the musical stamina of the Polish group VOŁOSI. The musicians first played together in 2017 during the Crossroads of Cultures Festival in Warsaw, and have since then given joint performances throughout Europe, meeting with enthusiastic critical and audience reception. Today, at the EUFONIE Festival we have an excellent opportunity to enjoy their mixture of Carpathian folk, Slavonic nostalgia, vigour and spontaneity in their full splendour. This is the music that best represents the shared traditions of this part of Europe, while offering them in a modern, captivating form. No one can stay indifferent. As British BBC reviewer Mary Ann Kennedy once wrote: 
VOŁOSI are a revelation – their compelling performance energy transcends musical and geographical boundaries to create a completely irresistible combination. I defy you not to love them!

Félix Lajkó
Félix Lajkó was born in Bačka Topola (Hungarian: Topolya, Serbian Cyrillic: Бачка Топола), a town in the multi-ethnic and multi-cultural Voivodina region of present-day Serbia on 17 December 1974 (the same day as Beethoven just a little over 200 years before). Despite their love of music, no member of his ethnically Hungarian family had ever chosen music as a profession before. Having started out with playing the zither, Lajkó quit the Music High School in Subotica at the sophomore grade to go to Budapest with a borrowed violin and become a member of the Dresch Quartet. He has been commuting between Budapest, Hungary, and Subotica, Serbia, ever since, representing and culturally connecting Hungary and his native Voivodina region.
My music is essentially based on the sensitivity and variability of my instrument. I do not play any so-called new-style music; I just have my way in improvising and composing. I do not differentiate between musical styles and trends; I play folk, classical, rock, blues, jazz, and improvised tunes alike.
Lajkó has played together with a large number of well-known bands and musicians. He has had several concerts with Alexander Balanescu and a Balkan brass band called the Boban Marković Orchestra. His violin music captivated musically sensitive audiences in Tokyo, Amsterdam, Berlin, Bratislava, Prague, Budapest, Brașov, Belgrade, Sarajevo, Ljubljana, Frankfurt, Lyon, Bordeaux, Venice, Verona, Edinburgh, London, Tallinn, Vienna, and New York.
Often referred to as the ‘Devil’s Violinist’, ‘Paganini of Voivodina’ or a child prodigy, once he is on stage with an instrument, be it the violin or the zither, Lajkó is capable of doing anything, of guiding his audience to a world that opens up only to those born with a special talent. Félix Lajkó handles music rather impulsively. There is no need to define the style or genre of his music, since it is exactly about the opposite: transgressing styles and accepting the inexplicable.
VOŁOSI 
Lyrical, exciting and adventurous music…
Songlines
A string quintet of astonishing virtuosity, Volosi create a magical and accessible blend of classicism and traditional Carpathian folk music, underpinned with melody and melancholy and the flavour of eastern Europe.
World Music Charts Europe
It’s sparkling, full-blooded and glorious-toned, a heart-lifting surge of brilliantly-played, slithering, thrilling, scampering, surging, sobbing fiddles and chugging bowed bass.
fRoots Magazine
The talent, fantasy and craftsmanship of the five musicians gave us something that we will greatly long for (…) joy of life and a slight jest about common pomposities, as well as a lot of sentiment for plain human yearning for happiness.
portEl

VOŁOSI are one of the most prominent ensembles in the Polish scene of world music. Their debut at the New Tradition Festival in 2010 yielded all possible awards. One year later their piece ‘Dusk’ won the Svetozár Stračina Grand Prix Competition organised by the European Broadcasting Union in Bratislava, where it was named the best European folk composition of 2011. In 2012, their CD ranked among the top in the World Music Charts Europe. 
VOŁOSI and their music reach far beyond the category of folk music. The essence of their play is based on the energy of remote musical worlds colliding and on crossing boundaries. This is where traditional musicians meet classical instrumentalists. Together they embark on a journey to explore areas unheard of before. Rather than drawing on tradition, they are immersed in it and thus deliver a totally new quality. Just like when jazz was born. Even though their music sounds familiar, it really is entirely original and inimitable.
Here is what they say about playing together:
Remembering something that we have forgotten is at the root of our music making. It is a primeval joy of conversing with sounds. It is something that truly moves us and puts us into a trance. Purely sensual feeling, fun with rhythm, sounds, harmony and echoes. We love this trance.
Since their debut, VOŁOSI have performed internationally at many concerts, festivals end events. Their concert tours in Germany, Denmark, Georgia, Ukraine and Belarus were received enthusiastically both by critics and the public. They performed for the country leaders of Poland, Netherlands, Belgium, Hungary, Latvia, Czech Republic, Slovakia and Ukraine. Their concerts were broadcast live by Polish Radio 2, Polish Radio 3 and Westdeutscher Rundfunk 3. 

