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JACASZEK/PAHKINEN/STRØNEN is an international performative trio consisting of Polish composer Michał Jacaszek, Finnish/Swedish dancer and choreographer Virpi Pahknen and Norwegian drummer Thomas Strønen. This special premiere performance project, prepared for the EUFONIE Festival, is a fusion of live music and dance inspired by the phenomenon of trees: their shapes, movement, changes and sound.
For each of the three artists, nature has always been a major inspiration. Hence the echoes of austere Scandinavian landscapes, tenderness of moving leaves, sighs of trees and swoosh of sea waves in their works.
Michał Jacaszek – electronics
Virpi Pahkinen – choreography, dance
Thomas Strønen – percussion 
Catalogue of Trees (2018)
Michał Jacaszek has had a long experience of exploring the sounds of nature and their artistic representations by means of electronic sources and electroacoustic effects. He is a versatile artist – a composer, multi-instrumentalist and arranger, one of the most interesting figures in the electronic and electro-acoustic music scene. He collaborates with Polish and foreign musicians, records albums with his own music as well as music illustrations for poetry and prose, music for films, theatre and radio shows. He frequently works with choreographers and performance artists, painters and poets, on projects which combine music with other arts. In 2014, he created a project entitled Catalogue of Trees, inspired by Olivier Messiaen’s Catalogue d'oiseaux (Catalogue of Birds), which he recorded with the Kwartludium ensemble and released as a CD. This is what he said about it:
It has been my ambition to join this widespread artistic trend of drawing closely on the inspirations of surrounding nature, and to discover my own way of representing trees – their forms, transformations, and mysteries. I began by recording in the open air, attempting to capture the rustle of leaves of many kinds of trees as well as other natural sound phenomena in different weather conditions. I then used this collected sound material in the studio as a kind of ‘organic drone’ and a background for music improvisations.
The trees also became the theme of Jacaszek’s collaboration with Finnish/Swedish dancer and choreographer Virpi Pahkinen. They presented their joint vision of the Catalogue of Trees in 2016 in Stockholm and in 2017 in Gdańsk. They explained: 
We are inspired by trees. They are organic sculptures that move and sound. They are strong but delicate, complicated but logical in their regularities… they have a rough bark and whispering leaves.
Tonight the duo is joined by Norwegian drummer Thomas Strønen for a world premiere project created especially for the EUFONIE Festival. It is a performance which combines live music and dance. Trees again served as the starting point, with their shapes, changes and murmur of wind in the branches. For each of the three artists, nature has always been a major inspiration. Hence the echoes of austere Scandinavian landscapes, tenderness of moving leaves, sighs of trees and swoosh of sea waves in their works. This is where the Slavic sensitivity meets the spirit of Central and Northern Europe. They blend into one fascinating artistic creation inspired by the soundscape of nature.

Michał Jacaszek 
A composer, producer and sound artist. He creates electroacoustic music by combining electronically prepared sounds with acoustic instruments. He has published several solo albums, but he also works with other artists in a variety of media, including video, visual arts, choreography and photography. He composes movie scores for films and live theatre music. He is a member of the Polish Society for Electroacoustic Music, and lives in Gdańsk, Poland.
Discography: Lo-Fi Stories (Gusstaff), Sequel (Gusstaff), Threnodies (Miasmah), Glimmer (Ghostly Int.), Pentral (Gusstaff), Songs (NCK), Catalogue des Arbres (Touch), Flowers (Ghostly Int.).
Awards: International Documentary Association Award, Los Angeles, USA – best original score; The Rolex Mentor and Protégé Arts Initiative – nomination; Grand Prix at the New Tradition Festival (with Vocal Varshe); ‘Golden Violin’ for the best instrumentalist at the New Tradition Festival in 2018; International Film Award ‘East-West. Golden Arc’ Moscow – best original score (nomination); EFTA Estonian Film and TV Award – best original score; Two Theatres Festival in Sopot, Poland – Grand Prix Award for the best original score; Minsk International Film Festival ‘Listapad’ in Minsk, Belarus – best original score; Be There! Corfu Animation Film Festival, Greece – best original score; Animation Forum in Cairo, Egypt (Lost Senses – honourable mention); Giffoni Valle Piana, Italy (Suicide Room – best original score).
Selected Festivals Performances: Chop Festival, China; Unsound, New York; Communikey Festival, Colorado, USA; Hopscotch Festival, Rayleigh, USA; Decibel, USA; Mutek Showcase, Montreal, Canada; Fertilizer Festival Tour, UK; Alpha-ville Festival, UK; Cafe OTO, UK, Urbanexplorer Festival, Netherlands; Sonic Acts, Netherlands; Feerejen Brussels, Belgium; Bozar Night, Brussels, Belgium; Volt Festival, Sweden; Norbergfestival, Sweden; Atonal Berlin, Germany; Popkultur, Berlin, Germany; Terra Polska, Berlin, Germany; Košice Music Festival, Slovakia; Unsound, Lviv, Ukraine; Artplay, Moscow, Russia; Electro-Mechanica Festival, St Petersburg, Russia; Heineken Open’er Festival, Gdynia, Poland; Off Festival, Katowice, Poland; Tauron Nowa Muzyka, Katowice, Poland; Unsound Festival, Cracow, Poland; Astigmatic, Płock, Poland; Festiwal Ambientalny Wrocław, Poland; Unsound Mental Force, Minsk, Belarus. 

Virpi Pahkinen 
Choreographer and dancer Virpi Pahkinen’s works are full of secrets. She can be a warrior of the spirit, a spectral gardener or a shaman in metamorphosis. She offers dance as an incantation and creates a meditative atmosphere with her original choreography. Her performances have met with great critical acclaim in 47 countries, including USA, Australia, Mexico, South Africa and Lebanon. She has also created works for several companies such as the Polish Dance Theatre (PTT) – Poznań Ballet, Vietnam National Opera and Ballet, North 59°, and the Finnish National Opera.
In 2001, at the International Solo Dance Theatre Festival in Stuttgart, Virpi Pahkinen won the First Choreography Prize with her solo project Prayer of the Scorpio. In 2002, she was awarded the Carina Ari Foundation Gold Medal. In 1996, the artist received Finland’s Culture Prize for young artists and Svenska Dagbladet Opera Prize. In 2009, the Swedish Section of the International Association of Theatre Critics presented her with the Dance Prize, writing that: 
Virpi Pahkinen is one of Swedish dance’s most unique artists. In her solo work she creates her own universe through her vibrant musicality and sense of form. Her distinct and extremely flexible gestalt seems at times to have crawled out from the dry waves of vast desert, at other times to be a transparent membrane for cosmic power.
In 2011, Pahkinen was awarded the Swedish royal medal Litteris et Artibus, for her outstanding artistic contribution as a dancer and choreographer. In 2014, she was given the City of Stockholm’s Cullberg Prize.She took part in several Ingmar Bergman’s theatre productions at the Royal Dramatic Theatre in Stockholm.
In 2009, Atena Kustannus published Pahkinen’s debut book Käärmeensyöjá (Serpent Holder). This is what Keskisuomalainen, a daily Finnish newspaper, wrote: 
The wild freedom of Snake-eater’s details and the poetic visions of its prose are a source of both power and levity.
Born in Finland, she studied piano at the Conservatory in Helsinki and choreography at the University College of Dance in Stockholm in 1989–1992.

Thomas Strønen
One of Europe’s most prolific drummers, sampling percussionists and composers. Strønen has contributed to more than 70 releases, toured across over 60 countries, and has been commissioned to compose music for BBC, NRK and the Norwegian National Opera and Ballet. Signed to ECM Records, he has been leading and composing for his own ensembles for 20 years. He has collaborated with such musicians as John Taylor, NP Molvær, Koichi Makigami, Bobo Stenson, Jim O’Rourke, Tomasz Stańko, Sidsel Endresen, and Christian Fennesz.
Thomas Strønen was born in Bergen on 7 December 1972, but he grew up in Åsgårdstrand, a small village known to have been Edvard Munch’s residence for several years. Having started to play the drums at the age of five, he moved into jazz and improvisation when he was 12. He studied jazz and composition at the Jazz Academy of Trondheim (NTNU) for six years and has worked professionally since 1999.
Known for being artistically uncompromising, he has booked his own concerts and taken full control of his career from early on. It led to the artist being signed to ECM Records. He is one of the first drummers to release albums under his own name, but he also records with his band Parish, featuring Bobo Stenson on piano.
Together with Iain Ballamy, he has led Food since 1998, having released eight records and toured worldwide with such musicians as Arve Henriksen, Nils Petter Molvær, Christain Fennesz, and Eivind Aarset. Food has also had several commissions for, among others, Cheltenham and Bath Jazzfestival, BBC, NRK, and Deutschland Rundfunk.
[bookmark: _GoBack]His latest ensemble, Time Is a Blind Guide, started as part of a commission to compose music for a string trio, a piano trio and a drum trio merged into one chamber ensemble. The band, whose second release with ECM Records came out early in 2018, has met with a great critical acclaim, while its performance at the Cheltenham Jazz Festival was voted No. 1 live-concert of the year by BBC Radio.
